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| Captain Cran 8 TOU N. 


r is a common Keying Tat we golla 5 
1 nothing but Good of the Dead, The Meaning 
of which, I ſuppoſe, is, That how wicked 
ſoever a Man has been in his Life-time, yet when 
Death comes, he is then brought before a Tri- 
bunal, where he muſt receive the Sentence due to 
all his paſt Enormities; and therefore it is uncha- 
ritable to load his Memory with thoſe Offences he 
has been guilty of here, for which eternal Juſtice 
has puniſhed him in another World; or perhaps, 

cauſe it may ſeem inhuman to aſperſe a Man's 

Character, when Death has put it out of his 
Power to defend himſelf. But; notwithſtanding the 


Plauſibility of theſe Reaſons, to let the Dead with 


their Deeds reſt in their Graves, I muſt be of Opi- 


: that the Beneßt of the Living ought to be 
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Love, by ſhewing: us a Picture off pexfec 
and giving us a Loathing to the other, by exhi- 


ls SEAL 
preferred to any Conſideration that may affect the 


Character of the Deceaſed. For it is certain, that 
Men receive more Inſtruction by Example than 


Precept; and i it is allowed, that the Patterns which 
have been ſet us by the Good and Virtuous, in 


their uncorrupted Integrity, their Meekneſs and 
Patience under the acuteſt Sufferings and Oppreſ- 
ſions, their perſevering Piety, and their quiet. Re- 
ſignation to Providence under the moſt diſaſtrous 


Events, leave more laſting Impreſſions on the 


Mind, than the reading Whole Volumes of Mo- 


Lality, though couched in the ſtrongeſt Terms of 


perſuaſive Eloquence. Again; What can induce 
us to a greater Abhorrence to Vice, or what better 


convince us of its Uglineſs and Deformity, or 
create in us a greater Diſtaſte to the momentary 


and deluſive Enjoyment of, its Pleaſures, 3 


viſible Example of the- dreadful Effects it Fro 
Fs 


duces? Virtve is not a more "DEF 8 7 than 


a deteſted Object; and both, in my Opinion, are 


equally conducive to the Amendment of che Mo- 
rals of Mankind; by the one, e us into 


Beauty, 


biting a Form the fouleſt chat can de e to the 
Imagination. NS b, 

But how min le we 1 am to Pn the 
rd Lovelineſs of Virtue, and recommend 
her to the Choice of every Man; and how reluc- 
tant ſoever I maybe to entertain the Reader with 
the Deformities of Vice; yet, ſince I have not 


at preſent an Opportunity to diſplay the former, 


and as 4 notorious Inſtance oft the latter is tiow 


before me, I find myſelf under à kind of Ne- 


ceſſity of ſetting Pen to Paper, that I may not 


loſe the Opportunity which now. offers, to give 
f owns an 5 Of. that Depravity, of which che 


Heart 


*. ” 


ES 1 


Heart of Man is capable, as, T hope, will be b ſuf: 


ficient tq warn others to be upon their Guard 
againſt the Impetuoſity of their Paſſions, which, 
if not timely reſtrained, hurry Men to the Breach 
of all Laws, civil and ſacred, and at length over- 
whelm them in the unfathomable SADR of De- 
ſtruction. ) 
Thus much I thought. neceſſary to premiſe, that 
the Reader might not imagine, I write under any 
Prejudice to the Man, whoſe Life and Actions I 
am about to deſcribe. I ſincerely with he had 

never given Occaſion for thoſe ſevere, Cenſures the 


World have paſt upon him, and hope that a ſin- 


cere Repentance before his Death, in ſome Meaſure 
atoned for the Enormities of his Lite. But to * 
ceed to the Relation. | 


Captain William Henry Crenfoum. was. harg- of a 


noble Family in Scotland, illuſtrious as well for its 


Antiquity, as the many brave and great Men it 
has produced; the paternal Eſtate, however, is not 


very large; and as the Captain was but a younger 


Son, the Eoivvie which was left him, was no 


more than 15007 the Intereſt, of which, at: 5. per 
Cent. was his whole Subſiſtence, to be paid him 
by his eldeſt Brother, in whoſe Hands the Princi- 
pal was veſted. This was but a poor Pittance for 
the Son of a Nobleman to maintain the Honour 


I of his Rank, or procure him thoſe Pleaſures and 


Amuſements, which thoſe of elevated Birth ima- 


gine they have an eſpecial Right to. To help him 
{ out of this narrow Situation, and a little to en- 
urge his ſtraightened Circumſtances, his Friends 


got him a Commiſſion in the Army. But the Cap- 


tain being intoxicated with the high Notions of 


his Nobility, could not confine his Expences to his 
Income; but an Aﬀectation of a Politeneſs of Taſte 
in os the faſhionable Diverſions, reduced him to 


An i Wy es ſuch . 
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| ſuch Straits and Difficulties, as often put him _ 
unwarrantable Means to remedy. 

As a Relief for his urgent Neceſſities, and to 
diſengage him from ſome Incumbrances that lay 
pretty hard upon him, he thought his beſt Way 
would be to marry a Woman of Fortune. Ac- 
cordingly he found out one to his Liking, whoſe 
Fortune, though not great, yet was as large as 
he could expect, conſidering the ſmall Jointure he 
could ſettle her in, and that he had but little more 


= than his Commiſſion to maintain him and his Fa- 


mily. This, however, ſerved his preſent Exi- 
gencies; and had he been Maſter of a tolerable 
. .Qeconomy, his own Income, together with the 
Pruflence and Virtue of his Lady, in both which 
ſhe excelled, would have been a pretty Proviſion. 
But as F rugality was not his Talent, we ſhall ſoon 
ſee to what -terrible Dilemmas his Profuſions car- 
ien inn 
In the Year raul, the Regiment he belooged 
to, having ſuffered: pretty much in the late Re- 
bellion, his * ſent him a recruiting into 
Oxfordſbire. Coming to Heulty upon Thames, he 
paid a Viſit! to the Lord Mark Kerr, his Uncle, 


who was then ſettled in that Neighbourhood. It 


happened, that Miſs Mary Blandy was there on a 
Viſit at the ſame Time, who the Captain before 
had heard was a great Fortune. Here their Ac- 
quaintance commenced; and from that Hour he 
began to ſcheme out Meaſures to get Poſſeſſion 
both of her Perſon and Fortune. But before I en- 
ter into a Detail of the Particulars of Mr. Cran/- 


toun's Conduct in the Courtſhip of this Lady, and ö 


the tragieal Iſſue thereof, it will be neceflary to 
give ſome Account of the Lady herſelf, and of her | 
Father, wha, together, furniſh out a very melan- | 


| 25 choly Story and wiendur ue I of which, 
Ry: N 44. 5 | | 2 Nar- 
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TY 


a Narrative of the 7 5255 8 Lafe would be very 


| OS 


» Miſs Mary Blandy was, Ag -that Time; about 
ewenty- -ſix Years of Age, only Daughter of Mr. 


Francis Blandy, Attorney at Law, and Town-Clerk 
of Henley in Oxfordſhire, who married the Daughter 


of Mr. Serjeant Stevens, a Yang Lady of an un- 
exceptionable Character. 

As they had no Fruits of their Marriage. but 
this Daughter, they were extremely fond of her; 
and therefore made it their whole Study to furniſh | 
her with the beſt Accompliſhments of her Sem 
With this View, her Mother, who was perfectly 


qualified for ſuch a Taſk, undertook to educate 
her at Home; and not only took Care t 


ſtruct 


her in thoſe Rudiments of Knowledge, # which 


were neceſſary for one of her Rank, but likewiſe 


[inſtilled into her the Principles of Religion and 
ee. 


The Seeds of Views being thus early: planted, 
and in an excellent Soil, quickly ripened into moſt 


delightful Fruit; and Miſs diſcovered a happy 


Genius, in imbibing and improving the Docu- 
ments given her by her Mother. As to her Tem- 
per, ſhe was ſprightly, affable, and polite 3 and 


with ref peck to her Perſon, though ſhe could not 


be ance a Beauty, yet was agreeable, and her 


_ Converſation engaging. Her Duty to her Parents 


was recompenced with an equal Tenderneſs from 
them; and her Behaviour to her Superiors was 


reverential and reſpectful ; with her Equals ſhe 


was free and candid; and to her Inferiors cour- 
teous. In the Interval of other Affairs, ſhe ſpent 


her Time in Reading, and had fo happy a Me- 
mory, that whatever ſhe read ſhe retained,” Her 


Elocution was remarkably free and eaſy, and her 8 


i= Aion * and natural. And, to fay all in a 


Word, 5 
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Word, her Knowledge and Capacity were genden 
equalled by any of her Sex; and as ſhe had a Trea- 


ſure of the: fineſt Sentiments, ſo ſhe knew how to 
deliver, them with the molt becoming Grace. 


With regard to Mr: Blandy her Father, he lived 
in great Reputation, his Buſineſs flouriſhing, and 


well reſpected by the beſt Sort of People. Thus 


happily ſituated, "Jie thought it a Piece of Policy 


to cheriſh the good Opinion the World entertained 


of him, and of his opulent Circumſtances, in or- 


der that ſome Gentleman of Eſtate might ſeck his 


Alliance in the Marriage of his Daughter. 


But let this be as it will, the young Lady was 


cried. up for a great Fortune, and conſequently 
drew a great Number of Admirers and ieee 
to her Father's Houſe. And indeed, This, with- 


out any other Conſideration, had berg enough to 


ſet. her off for a celebrated Wit, and the Toalt 
of all the Fops i in the Town. But among all her 
Adorers, none were ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
as the Gentlemen of the Army; and indeed Mr. 


Blandy himſelf was ſo delighted with the Conver- 

5 et theſe Officers, that he was ; never. better 

13 pleaſed, than when he Fnterramged ſome. of them 
at his Table. . l 


Miſs was naturally of : a ga and on wih Hu- 
mour, - and had a great Propenſity to Intrigue 4 


and her Evening Walks, private Appointments; | 


and F amiliarity with the military Gentlemen, .0c- 
caſioned various Reports to the Ee pf, her 


Character. N 


* 


It is eaſy to imagine, that when ſhe was arrived 
at Tears of Maturity, ſhe had an Inclination to 
marry and that ſeveral Diſappointments ſhe had 
met with, by the Diſlike of her Father to the 


Offers Which had been made her, had pretty much 


1 her Teen and, by Degrees, rai iſed in her 


#. > 
2 


= 


. | Mind 


| „ 

Mind a Prejudlee 6ven againſt her Father himſelf," 
notwithſtanding the great Tenderneſs and Affection 
he expreſſed for her: 3 Her Diſſatisfaction, on this 
Account, appeared plain enough from her ſaying, 
That the old Gentleman did not uſe her well; and that 
when likely Offers were made, be found | Means to 
evadle giving his Conſent for her Marriage, vecauſe 
he did not chuſe to give her à Fortune. 

But among the numerous Train of Miſs Blandys 8 
Admirers and Devotees, her more eſpecial Re- 
gards were reſerved for the Gentlemen of the 

Army, among whom ſhe had a pretty large Ac- 
quaintance; inſomuch that it was generally ſup- 
poſed ſhe was on the very Point of Marriage with 
one Capt. D—=,* with whom ſhe frequently 
walked in the Fields and Meadows about Henley, 
and was ſo fond of him on all Occaſions, that 
People did not ſcruple to ſay, notwithſtanding her 
Pretenſions to the ſtricteſt Virtue, ſhe was not 

capable of denying him any Favour he could aſk; 
of her. But whether her Over-fondneſs. created a 
Diſtaſte in the Captain, or whether he was called 
away from the Place, or that the Father would 
not give his Conſent; or whatever was the Rea- 
ſon, the Match was not concluded. Upon which 
Captain Cranſtoun, whom we ſhall now bring 
again upon the nm har ade to pul” Hig. 
Fortune, Di 2 
Mr. Cranſtoun was chick about the and ert 
Yeats of Age; and though of a mean Aſpect, 
yet was poſſelled with ſome Talents that generally 
take: with the Fair Sex, that is, a genteel Beha- 
viour, Complaiſance, and polite Flattery 3, to 

Which; if we add the Honour and Title of his 

own Family, and his Relation to others of the 

. chere is no N that either Mr. 
SAVES; 4 . : Blau, 
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[8] 
Blandy, or his Daughter, ſhould entertain and ft 


reſs him in an extraordinary Manner. 
After, the Captain's firſt accidental Interview 


with Mifs at. Lord Mark Kerr's, being much de- 


lighted with her Converſation, and much more fo 
when. he underſtood ſhe. was a great Fortune, 
ſoon found Means to inſinuate himſelf into the 
* of her F ather, Which it was not 

difficult to do, when a Man knew his weak 
Side: which was, to be fond of Applauſe, and an 
Affectation of a Familiarity and Friendſhip with 
Men of Figure and Eminence. His uſual Apo- 


logy for leaving his Company was, I am abſolutely 


engaged to dine, or ſup— with my Lord —, 
or Sir Joly: or even with a Duke, or a 8 


"= 3 


Iniportance. - 


Mr. "2 iy ſeen 3 of the Wordt to 
know how to turn this Foible to his own Advan- 


tage. Accordingly he made frequent Viſits in 


Mr. Blandy's Family, where he never failed to 
make a Parade of his noble Birth, and great Al- 
lances; by which Means he gained ſo great a 


1 Share in the old Gentleman's Favour, that he was 
never eaſy but when he enjoyed the Captain's 
Company; ; who at length became, as it were, one 


of his Family, lodged in his Houſe, and conftantly. 
fed at his Table. Nor was he unmindful ef the 


grand Point in View, the gaining the Affections 


of the young Lady, for which he had all the pr 


| a portunities his Heart could with. 


That he was. a perfect Maſter of the Art of 


bf Courtſhip, is evident from hence, that he was ca- 
pable of making an Impreſſion on the Heart of a 


Lady, who was remarkable for the Excellence of 


a by Mer U _ ad who could not but ſee the 


deſpicable 


Dn yy IF 9 WY }N }_'% 


Ply is as remarkable as my Captain's Modefly in 


„ 


deſpicable Figure her Lover made; diminutive in 


his Stature, disfigured by the Small-pox to ſuch 


a Degree, that his Face appeared all in Seams, 


blear-eyed, and of a very mean Aſpect. Yet, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Diſadvantages, he was 
able to ſurmount all Difficulties, and gain an ab- 
ſolute Command of the Lady's Aﬀections. 
The Captain, perceiving he had made no ſmall 
Progreſs in her good Opinion, took an Advantage 
of a Declaration ſhe herſelf made, in a Converſa 
tion they had upon the Topick of Loye : For ſhe 
told him of © an advantageous Match that had been 
© made to her, but was afraid the Gentleman was 
© not formed to make her happy.“ Cranſtoun did 


not fail to turn this into an Argument to recom- 


mend himſelf to her kind Regard ;- and very na- 
turall aſks her, Whether ſhe did not prefer mu- 
| Gal Love to the Grandeur of Life?“ And her 
Anſwer, (ſtill more unguarded than her Declara- 


9 tion) * That ſhe preferred the Man ſhe loved and 
.* eſteemed before all others, gave him à fair Op- 
portunity to make her a free and undiſguiſed Offer 


of his Love. 


But, in order to convince her of his Sincerity, 
| and to prevent her Surprize from any Intelligence 
x ia ; ſhe might afterward receive, and to obvi ate all 


Difficulties that might ariſe from thence, he intro- 
guces his Propoſal, by informing her, That he had 
à very intricate Affair then depending in Scotland, 


Which was no leſs than a Charge of being married 


% another Woman, the Validity of which was to 


be tried in a Court of Judicature, and ſo gonfi- 
5 71 was he of the Share he already had in her 
Alfections, that he very .mode/ly aſked her, * If 


« ſhe loyed him yell enough ro fy alf ths Afi 
© was determined ?* Her Condeſcenſion in the Re- 


Bs 
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the Queſtion : | If my Papa a d Mamma would 


© -approve of my ſtaying 2 you, I readily conſent 


© thereto.* This, it nut be confeſſed, was an ; 


extraordinary Kind of Courtſhip ; and 1 believe 
the Captain is the firſt Man that ever told a Lady, 
whom he addreſſed for a Wife, that he was al- 
ready under ſuch 1 7 Engagements, as could 
not be diſolved but by the ourte of Law; the 
_ of which he himſelf knew was very doubt- 


This Courtſhip, however, was not managed ſo 


fecretly, but it came to the Ear of the Lord Mark 


Ker, e Captain's Uncle, who was no ſooner 7 
rized of it, than he immediately informed Mr. 
Blandy, in order that he might take Meaſures to 


reſerve the Honour of his Family, and his 


aughter from Ruin; for that Mr. Cranſtoun had 
chen a Wife and Children 1 in Scotia. 


Mr. Bland) was greatly alarmed by this In- 


Ea 6 and immediately acquainted his Daugh- 
ter with it, and Hkewiſe her Lover, She was not 
at all ſurprized at the News, becauſe ſhe had 
been hefore Prepared tor it; and as to the Captain 
he put on a govd Aſſurance, declared it 71 no 


ad indeed entered into an idle Contract with 
Girt in Scotland, but that he was never legally mar- 


ore chan a ſittle Scene of Galantry z chat 5 | 


ried; that he was able to ſet it afide without the 


”» 


leaſt Difficulty, _— that he would Toon do it 
an Appeal. 


The Captain, King thus ſecured his Inter 10 


the Daughter, thought it highly neceſſary to brin 
over the Mother into his Party, which he 


With no great Difficulty ; ſo that at laſt the Mo- 


ther ſeems no leſs infatuated than her love-lick 


| r Fot I; the Caytain #rerred * | 
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; ſince, by the Law of Scotland, C ohabitation 
Keul) eſtabliſnes a Marriage. 


„ 
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his Soul, that he never was married, ſhe only re- 
plied, © Very well, I will take your Word for 
© that.” What! take his word for that, which 
if not true, muſt neceſſarily be the utter Ruin of 
her only and beloved Child. Surely ſhe would 
have acted much more prudently, had ſhe not 
only ſuſpended her Aſſent, but diſcouraged his 
future Purſuit, till Matters were cleared up to 
their mutual Satisfaction. But ſuch was her entire 
Confidence in the Honour of this roving Officer, 
who might, for ought ſhe knew to the contrary, 
have a Wife or a Miſtreſs in every Town he had 
been quartered at, ſhews the Weakneſs of her 
Underſtanding, or her little Experience in the 
Tricks and Deceits of Mankind. „„ 

But tho' the Captain ſeemed to make light of 
this Affair of the Scots Marriage, and carried it 
off with an Air of Indifference ; yet inwardiy-he 
was terribly chagrined, and vexed that his Uncle 
| ſhould make ſuch an unlucky and unſeaſonable 
F Diſcovery, which he was ſenſible would be an 


| eternal Bar to the great Project he had of better- 


ing his Circumſtances by this Lady's Fortune, if 
he could not contrive ſome Scheme to get his firſt 
Marriage annulled. Not that he had any Ob- 


= jection to the Perſon, or Conduct, or Virtue of 


his Wife; but, fo long as he was obliged to main- 

= tain her and her Children, his Means for his own 

Support were ſo ſmall, that he could not make 
that Figure in Life, unto which his Ambition 
ww HI beat his Brains for ſome Time, to find 
an Expedient to help him out of this Emer- 
gency ; he could think of no better than to per- 


= {wade, his Wife to. diſown him for her Huſband. - 
For which Purpoſe, he writes her a Letter in the 


following Terms. 
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_ © above-mentioned, which w | 
* your own Benefit, In full Afurance that you 
will comply with. ny Requeſt, I remain 


* My Dear, | 44 


HO the Propoſal, I am going to make t 
you, may ſeem very diſagreeable, anc 


* Yet, when you have heard my Reaſons, I doubt 
not but your wonted Regard for my Intereſts, 
which 'are inſeparable from yours, will prompt 
vou to prefer that before all other Conſiderations. 
J need not tell you, that I have no other Way 


9 
« perhaps ſhock you very much at firſt View: 
4 


of riſing to Preferment, but in the Army,; but 


* ſmall 1s my Chance, and little Ground have I 
to expect to be advanced there, ſo long as it 18 


known I am incumbered with a Wife and Family: 


* But could I once paſs for a ſingle Man, I have 


© not the leaſt doubt of being quickly preferred; 
which would procure me a Sufficiency to main- 


4 tain you, as well as myſelf, in a much genteeler 


Manner than I am now able to do. When 1 


have accompliſhed my Purpoſe, I will then come 


.* and live with you, and enjoy ourſelves in Eaſe 
and Plenty. As to the Fraud | 
with, in deceiving the World to ſerve my own 


I may be charged 
Ends, I value it as nothing, ſo I but gain my 


ee 
is, that you will tranſcribe the incloſed Copy of 


a Letter, wherein you diſown me for your Huſ 


band, put your Maiden Name to it, and ſend 


it. to me by the Poſt. All the Uſe I ſhall make 
© of it will be to prgcure w_ Advancement, as 
ill neceſſarily include 


. W. H. Crauſtoua.“ 


* 
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But poemich ſtanding, all theſe ſpecious Pretences, 


his Wife could not be induced to renounce her 
Claim in him, though ſhe had no great Reaſon to 
be ſatisfied with his Behaviour to her; for, having 
little or no Subſiſtance but what depended on 
his Friends, ſhe was afraid, if ſhe ſhould deny 
herſelf to be his Wife, they would withdraw 
their Kindneſs from her. The Captain, however, 
repeated his Requeſt with great Earneſtneſs, as if 
the whole Happineſs of his Life depended on her 
granting him this ſingle Favour. After abun- 
dance of Entreaty on his Part, and Reluctasse 
on hers, ſh= at laſt ſuffered herſelf to be impoſed 
upon, copied his Letter, by which ſhe diſowned 
herſelf to be his Wife, and ſubſcribed it with her 
Maiden Name, Murray. 5 „„ 
No ſooner had the Captain got this Acknow- 
ledgment under her own Hand, but with a Baſe- 
neſs and Ingratitude that can hardly be paralleF'd, 

he ſent Copies of her Letter both to her Relations 
and his own in Scotland; which ſo alienated their 
Minds, that both the one and the other —— 
their Support from her, whereby ſhe was reduce 

to the utmoſt Poverty and Diſtreſs, e 
Not ſatisfied with this Uſage of a Woman, 
to whom he had no Objection, but that ſhe was 
his Wife, he commenced an Action to prove the 
Illegality of his Marriage, as a Ground for a 
Divorce, with a View to deceive Mr. Blandy, 


ONE, this, he brought on his Cauſe to be 
heard before the Judges in Scotland, where he pro- 
duced her Letter as an Evidence againſt her, 


which greatly inclined the Judges to favour his 


Cauſe. But when the Wife came to make her 

Defence, and produced the Letter, in his own 

Writing, which, ſhe had only copied at his Re- 

gueſt, for the Reaſons above aſſigned ; and de- 
EA N 
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Virtue, could have induce 


=. Mk. 
clared, that nothing but a 1 Inſult upon her 

her to detect his Vil- 
lany; as ſoon as ſhe had produced this Letter, 


and verified it to be his own Hand-writing, the 


Court gave a Verdict againſt the Captain, and 


confirmed their Marriage. Upon which their 
Relations took her again into Favour, as an Ob- 
ject worthy their Compaſſion. The Captain, not 


tatisfied with this Verdict, appealed to the next 


Seſſions. 


But, notwithſtanding this Miſcarriage, the Cap- 


en ſtill kept up his Spirits, and perſuaded Mr.. 
 Blanay, that the Affair could not be decided till 


the next Seſſions, when he had not the leaſt Doubt 
but it would terminate in his Favour; and gave 


to wait till that Time. | 
The Captain, not at all diſcouraged with his 
Jate Overthrow in Scotland, purſues his Amour 


with Miſs Blandy, with as much Eagerneſs as | 


* 


aim ſuch plauſible Reaſons, as prevailed on him 


ever; and, not truſting to the uncertain Event 


of his Law- ſuit, makes uſe of all his Cunning to 
get Poſſeſſion of his fair Miſtreſs, without run- 
ning the Hazard of a ſecond Diſappointment. 
To which Purpoſe he perſuaded her, with all the 
Power of his Rhetorick, to conſummate their 
Marriage privately. Miſs, however, was not ſo 
blinded with Love, as abſolutely to reſign the 
Uſe of her Reaſon to his Pleaſure ; but endea- 
voured to convince. him that his Propoſal would 
be attended with the worſt Conſequences ; yet 
did not ſhew that Refentment as became one truly 


Happineſs. © : 
| . In 


* 


ſenſible of an Affront offered to her Honour and 

; Virtue; nor did ſhe ſo much as reproach him 
with the Baſeneſs of his Heart, which was capa- 
dle of meditating a Deſign ſo manifeſtly ſubverſive 
of her Peace wh, 1 


o era 
33. a Eg 
ä 
. 
en . — N * 


Proteſtations, 


N 
In the mean Time, the Captain's Wife, in Seats 
e underſtanding what Uſe her Huſband made 
of her Condeſcenſion in complying with his Re- 
queſt, in facilitating a Match he was about to 


make with a Lady : at Henley, thought it highly 


neceſſary to diſabuſe that Lady and her Friends, 
in order to prevent thoſe Evils that might be the 
Conſequence of their Ignorance. Accordingly ſhe 


- writes Letters to Mr. Blandy, and his Daughter, 


to inform them that ſhe was Mr. Cranſtouns laws 
ful Wife; incloſing at the ſame Time the Decree 
of the Court in Scotland, that was made in he! 
Fayour, whereby their Marriage was abſolutely 
confirmed. This, one would have imagined, was 
enough to diſperſe thoſe Mitts from Miſs Blandy's 
Eyes, with which Cranſtoun's fallacious Arguments 
nad beclouded them, and to convince her, that, 
notwithitandin: his fair Pretences, his Oaths and 
be was no better than an Impoſtor, 
one. who, taking Advantage of her free and. open 
Behaviour, had platted the Ruin of her Virtue 
and Happineſs for ever. Such Reflections as theſe 
ſhe might naturally haye made upon this extragt- 
dinary, ſelf-evident Occurrence, Inſtead of which, 
ſhe-contults her Mother in what Manner ſhe ſhould 
behave on this critical Occaſion. , Her Mother 
adviſes her to write to him (for he, was not yet 
returned from Scotland) and to beg and require 


him, upon his Honour, to let her know. .t 


Truth. But could ſhe ſuppoſe that he, who hac 
already ſo egregioully deceived both her and her 
Daughter, would not carry on the Deceit; and 
that, as he had hitherto led them both blindfold, 
he would not do all in his Power to keep them 
ſtill in the Dark? Had it not been much mor 
prudent to have wrote to ſome Gentleman | 
orth and Probity in that Country, requeſting 
him” to examine the Court Records, and to ſen 


her 
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her an atteſted Copy of the Proceedings in this 
Affair? This would have led her into the Know- 
ledge of the real Truth ; inſtead of which; ſhe 
makes her Application to him only, whoſe In- 
tereſt it was to deceive her. But it was not lon 
before the Captain returned, when he exerted all 
his Eloquence to convince the Father, Mother, 
and Daughter, that his Cauſe was not finally de- 
termined, that he had lodged an Appeal, and that 
te next Seſſions he ſhould have a Rehearing, 
when he did not in the leaſt queſtion, but his pre- 
tended Marriage would be abſolutely annulled. 
The Captain ſeemed to have weathered this 
Storm for the prefent, and all was calm again; 
the Father ſeem d eafy, the Mother was pleaſed, 
and the Daughter happy. Cranſtoun was received 
and entertained in the Family as before, though 
not without ſome Intermiflions of that hearty 
Welcome from Mr. Blandy which he had formerly 
experienced. The old Gentleman was afraid there 
was a Snake in the Graſs, and began to entertain 
Donbts and Sufpicions of the Sincetity of his Gueſt, 
which Cranftaun ſaw plain enough, and after took |} 
mea ruMs CC. 3 
But though the Father did not expreſs that Cor · 
3 him, as he did formerly, yet this was 
bundantly made up to him by the uneommon 
Affection of the Mother, who ſhewed him 
more than a maternal Fondneſs. One Inſtance of 


which-take as follows. The old Lady, being ona 


Viſit ro one Mrs. Pocock of Tarville-Court, was 
Teized with a violent Diforder, which obliged het 
to continue there ſome Time. But in the Height 
of her-Ilineſs, when ſhe had any Intervals of Senſe, 
Her conſtant Cry was, Ler Cranſtoun Ze ſent for. 
Oranftoun was then at Southampton with his Regi- 
ment; but on his receiving a Summons US Nh 
S1 eee be „ 1 
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to come away directly on this Emergency, he 
obeyed, and was ſoon with her, and immediately 
waited on the ſick Lady, who was ſo tranſported 
at the Sight of him, that ſhe immediately raiſed 
herſelf up in the Bed, took him, about the Neck, 
and kiſſed him in a moſt affectionate manner; add- 
ing theſe Words to this fond Action, My dear. 
Cranſtoun, IT am glad you are come, I now ſhall grow 
well ſoon. Nay, ſhe carried her Fondneſs to ſuch 
an extravagant Pitch, that Cranſtoun only muſt 
be her Nurſe, and adminiſter every Thing that 
was preſcribed for her. And of ſuch wonderful 
Efficacy was his Care. and Attendance upon his 
Patient, that, though before he came, the was 
judged to be in the utmoſt Danger, yet the very 
next Day after his Arrival, ſhe got up, and on 
his coming into the Room, ſhe ſaid, This I owe  \ 
to you, "my dear Cranſtoun; your coming has given 
me new Health, and freſh Spirits: I was fearful leſt 
= 1 ſhould die, and you not here to comfort that poor 
Girl: How like Death fhe look? Is it in the Power 
of Words to expreſs a greater Tenderneſs for a 


"Ty 


Xx Son-in-law, than the old Lady diſcovered on this 
& Occaſion? + og 5 
But to proceed: This is not the only Inſtance 
of Mr. Cranſtoun's Weight and Importance in this 
Family. While Mifs and her Mother were in 
= London, the old Lady was greatly diſtreſſed for 
Money, having contracted a conſiderable Debt, 
unknown to her Huſband, which ſhe was at 4 
Loſs for Means to diſcharge. Mr. Cranſtoun, while © 
they were both fretting and teazing themſelves 
about this unlucky Affair, comes in, and finds 
Miſs in Tears, and on enquiring into the Rea- 
ſon, is told, that her Mother was under the great- 
eſt Perplexity on Account of the ſaid Debt. 
 Cranſtoun, pretending to be greatly affected oh 5 
Eee Do on the 
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the Trouble he ſaw them in, aſked what was the 
Sum wanted, and promiſed to raiſe the Money; 
and accordingly, in a ſhort Time. brought Forty 
Pounds, and threw into the old Lady's Lap, who 
was ſo ſurprized at this uncommon Inſtance of 
his Generoſity, that for a while ſhe ſtood ſpeech- 
leſs, and could only ſqueeze his Hand, and burſt 
into Tears. But to relieve her Diſtreſs, he kiſſed 
her, and ſaid, Remember *tis a Son, and therefore 
dont make yourſelf uneaſy ;, you can't lie under any 
Obligations to me. But Miſs going to expreſs her 
Syn Gratitude for the Favour, was prevented by | 
his kiſſing her too, and ſaying, That was all be 
defired in Return, X 

Now, upon reading this Caſe, it will naturally 
be aſked, How, where, and for what this Debt 
was contracted ? Whether the Capiain had any 
View or Proſpect of being repaid it; or, indeed, 
whether he ever had his Money again? Or what 
other Conſideration induced him to ſtrain his Cre- 
dit (for it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that he had 
ſuch a Sum by him of his own) merely to oblige 

this good old Lady ? | 7 

As to the firſt of theſe Queſtions, How, where, 
and for what this Debt was concracted, this An- 
ſwer may be given. The Debt, it ſeems, con- 
ſiſted of two Parts, i. e. Ten Pounds of it was 
contracted in London, and the remaining Thirty 
Pounds at Henley. Now, as to the firſt, it is 
highly on PIE that Mr. Blandy ſhould per- 
mit his Wife and Daughter to reſide in London, 


without a ſufficient Allowance - to bear all their 
reaſonable Expences. It is therefore more rational 
to ſuppoſe (nor is it an idle Suppoſition) that 
theſe. Ladies, in Company with their dear Friend 
And Familiar, Cranſtoun, were willing to partake 
pol all the faſhionable Diverſions of the Town, 
72 5 1 during 
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during their Stay in it. If this was really the 
Caſe, and nothing has appeared to the contrary, 
it is eaſy to imagine, that a much larger Sum 
than Ten Pounds might ſoon be ſpent in this 
Way. | 
Then as to the Thirty Pounds, the other Part 
of the Debt, this was contracted at Henley, for 
Fowls, Butier, Eggs, Wine, and other Proviſions, 
chiefly on Account of Entertainments. But on what 
Occaſions were theſe Entertainments made? The 
Truth is, they were made for the Pleaſure and 
Accommodation of Mr. Cranſtoun, when Mr. 
Blandy was in Londen, and detained there upon 
Buſineſs. = ; Fo 
As to the ſecond Queſtion, Whether the Cap- 
tain had any View or Proſpe& of being repaid 
this Sum? It may be anſwered, He certainly had. 
For the principal, and indeed the only End he 
propoſed by marrying the Lady was, to get into 
# Poſſeſſion of a large Sum of Money; by which he 
could eaſily reimburſe himſelt whatever Sums he 
might advance to gratify and pleaſe the Mother 
and Daughter. | | 
Another Queſtion is, Whether ever he had his 
Money again? He had, and in this Manner. 
= Cranſtoun, after the Death of his kind Patroneſs 
and Advocate Mrs. Blandy, perceiving his Recep- 
tion by Mr. Blandy was not ſo hearty as hereto- 
fore, began to doubt the Iſſue of his Amour. 
This puts him upon contriving Schemes for re- 
covering the Money he had leut the old Lady in 
her Diſtreſs. Upon this, being then in London, 
rand invited by Miſs into the Country, he writes 
her a Letter, full of heavy Complaints, that he 
was not able to ſtir out of Doors for Fear of 
Bailiffs, his Fortune in Scotland being ſeized for 
the Maintainance of his Wife (Miſs Murray, as he 
=” D 2 called 
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called her) and her Child; and that the Debt, 
which occaſioned his Perplexity, was near fifteen 
Guineas. Miſs, without reflecting that the Ground 
of his pretended Neceſſity, the ſeizing of his 
Eitate for the Maintenance of his Wife, ought to 
have been a ſtrong Argument againſt her ſending 
him any Relief, very Teadily remits him the Sum 
he wanted, being Part of Forty Pounds ſhe had 
borrowed of one Mrs. Mounteney, to pay off Part 
of her Mother's Debts. Upon receiving this Re- 
lief, he comes to Henley; where he had not been 


Along g, but he puts on a gloomy and thoughtful 


Air; which Miſs ſoon obſerving, demands the ; 


| Reaſon. He ſhews her a dunning Letter he had | 
Juit received from one of his Creditors in London, | 
for a Debt of Fifteen Pounds, Miſs immediately 8 
gave him the Money, being another Part of the | 


Forty Pounds ſhe had borrowed of Mrs. Mounte- 
ney; fo that ow he had received Thirty of the 
Forty Pounds he had advanced as before- men- 
tioned. After this, ſhe made him a Preſent of 
her Watch, which no doubt made up the Defici- 


ency, and paid him 1 in full for the Money he had | . 


advanced. 


| Upon che whois then it is is plain, that the Cap- | | 
tain's Generoſity on this Occaſion, was merely to 
ingratiate himſelf with the old Lady, in order to IF 


facilitate his Deſign on the Daughter. 


The Captain's Affair becoming deſperate, and 


receiving frequent Intimations, that his Company 


Was no longer agreeable to Mr. Blandy, he takes F 


his Leave, in order, as he pretended, to haſten | 
on the Appeal, which he would certainly bring | 


on the next Seſſions in Scotland. But before he 
went, in a Conference he had with Miſs Blanudy, 


he complained, that her Father's Carriage to- | 
wards him was greatly altered from pe it had 


. 
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been; that he was not conſcious he deſerved ſuch 


ill Treatment at his Hands; that however he had 
ſtill the ſame Reſpect for him as ever, and that 
he was reſolved, if poſſible, to- regain his Aﬀec- 
tions. For which Purpoſe, as ſoon as he ſhould 


get into Scotland, he would ſend her ſome Pow- 


ders, which he knew to be of ſuch a friendly and 
conciliating Nature, that if ſhe would give them 
to her Father, in ſuch Quantities as he ſhould pre- 
ſcribe, he was very certain, that by their Help, 
he ſhould recover the Love of his old Friend ; 
that he would put up the Powder in Papers, an 
to prevent Suſpicion, he would write upon them, 
Powder to clean the Scotch Pebbles. Miſs promiſed 
to give her Father the Powders, in the Manner 
he; the Captain, ſhould direct, not, as may be 


charitably imagined, in the leaſt ſuſpecting his vil- 


lainous Deſign, or the terrible Effects they would 
SEMHCE: -- oo et 14 \ 

When Miſs. received the Powder, ſhe mixed 
ſome of it with her Father's Tea, but finding it 
did not incorporate with that Liquor, ſhe wrote 


to the Captain, That ſbe would give ber Father no 


more of it, for Fear of a Diſcovery. Upon which 
the Captain ſent her freſh Inſtructions, that ſhe 
ſhould mix it in his Water-gruel, or ſome ſuch 
thick Liquor. She did ſo; a large Quantity of 
Gruel was ordered to be made for her Father, to 
be in Readineſs when he wanted any; into which 
ſhe took an Opportunity to put a valt Quantity 
of the Powder. Of this Gruel her Father eat, and 
was immediately ſeized with a violent Purging 


and Vomiting, and complained of a moſt ex- 


quiſite Pain in his Stomach and Bowels. Next 
Morning he found himſelf eaſier by his Diſcharge, 
and ſomething which the Apothecary had given 


him. However, in the Afternoon, calling for 
8 | | {ome 
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- ſome more Gruel, ſhe gave him a ſecond Doſe of 
the ſame, as it appeared on her Trial, though ſhe 


denied it in her Narrative; this he likewiſe drank, 
and was immediately ſeized as before, though in a 
more violent Degree. The next Day he took Phy- 


fick, when Mifs would have given him more of 


the ſame Gruel, but the Maid would not ſuffer 
her; and upon examining it, perceived ſomething 
in it of a Colour very different from Oatmeal ; 
and from thence the Diſcovery was firſt made: 
r the Particulars of which, and the whole Pro- 
ccedings againſt Miſs Blandy thereupon, we muſt 
refer the Reader to her Trial, which has been often 
publiſhed. However, I don't think it will be fo- 
reign to my Purpoſe, to relate Mr. Blandy's own 
Sentiments concerning this unhappy Affair a little 


before his Death, which happened about a Week 


after he was firſt taken. 
The Maid ſuſpecting that her young Miſtreſs 


had given her Father ſomething that had occa-. 


ſioned his Illneſs, reſolved to acquaint him with 


her Thoughts, and begged he would ſee his 


Daughter as little as poſſible. Upon which he 
gave Orders to forbid her coming into his Cham- 
ber, and then uttered himſelf in this mournful 
Exclamation, O that damn'd Villain Cranſtoun ! 
that bas eat of the beſt, and drank of the beſt that 
my Houſe afforded, to ſerve me thus, and ruin my poor 
Love-/ick-Girl, | 908 | 
When he was judged paſt Recovery, it was 
aſked him, when he was a little eaſy, If he would 
make his Will? But as he was ſenſible of the 


Manner in which he received his Death, he choſe 


to die Inteſtate, and leave the Diſpoſal of his 
Eſtate to the Law; giving this for a Reaſon, in 


his own Words, Let me not judge ber; I'll leave 


that to her Maker, 
ZW Being, 


[ 23 ] 

Being aſked by the Doctor, Who he imagined 
had given him the Poiſon ? He, forcing a Smile, 
though with Tears in his Eyes, ſaid, A poor love- 
fick Girl, but I forgive her, | 

Miſs earneſtly deſiring to ſee her Father, had 
his Permiſſion; and on her coming into the 
Room, fell upon her Knees, and ſaid, Oh! Sir, 
forgive me; ſend me where you will, and I'll never 
ſee, hear from, or write to Cranſtoun any more ; ſo 
' you do but forgive me, I am Ae Mr. Blandy, 

with all poſſible Serenity and Tenderneſs, replied, 
Ido forgive thee, Child; but thou ſpouldęſt have re- 
membred I was your Father, and for that 
Villain, ' Cranſtoun, if thou hadſt loved me, thou 
wouldeſt curſe him, and the Ground he walks upon. 
——— Here Miſs ſeemed in great Diſtreſs, and an- 
ſwered, O, Sir, your Kindneſs to me ſtrikes Daggers 
to my Heart. I muſt down on my Knees, and pray 
that you will not curſe me. Mr. Blandy looked up, 
and with his Eyes fixed upon hers, ſaid, I curſe 
thee, Child! ne, I bleſs thee, and I pray, that thou 
mayeſt live to repent and amend : Leave me, 
left thou ſhouldeſ# ſay ſomething to thy Prejudice; 
— 20 to thy Uncle Stevens, he will take Care of 
thee ;, —— alas] poor Man, I am ſorry for bim. © 

When there were no longer any. Hopes of his 
Recovery, Miſs wrote a Letter to Captain Cran- 
ſtoun, ſealed it, and gave it to Mr. Litileton, her 
Father's Clerk, to direct it, and put it in the 
Poſt-houſe. He, however, opened it, and carried 
it to the Father, and read it to him; upon which 
he only ſaid, Ah iny poor love: ſick Girl; but what 
will not a Woman do for the Man fhe loves? The 
Letter was in the following Words : © 


- Dea 


141 
Dear Witty! LS EE 
M7 Father is ſo bad, that I only have Time to 


tell you, that if you do not bear from me ſoon. 


again, do not be frightened; I am better myſelf ; and 
leſt any Accident ſpould happen to your Letters, take 
Care what you write. My fincere Compliments. 


J am ever Yours: 


aw i here being very great Reaſon to believe that 
Miſs was the Occaſion of her Father's Death, as 
well from probable Circumſtances, as her own 
Confeſſion, that ſhe had put a certain Powder into 
his Gruel, was confined to her Room, even before 
he died, and ſoon afterwards, upon the Oaths of 
the Servants, was committed Priſoner to Oxford 


Gaol; and at the ſame Time was iſſued out, and 


ſent into the Country, a Warrant to apprehend 


Mr. Ganſtoun. But it ſeems Miſs had taken Care 
to give him timely Information of the Danger that 


threatened him. e 
Cranſtoun hid himſelf for ſix Months, and then 


went Abroad. Mr. Blandy died the 14th of Au- 
guſt, 3751. Miſs was impriſoned the 16th, and 


Cranſtoun arrived at Bologn the latter End of Fe- 


bruary, and Miſs was tried, and received Sen- 


rence of Death, March 5, then next. So that 
Cranſtoun concealed himſelf all that Time ſome 


where m Scotland, as it 18 ſuppoſed, from the , 
juſt Vengeance which purſued him, in Hopes, no 


doubt, that the Affair would have taken a more 
fayourable Turn ; but when he was informed of 


the dangerous Situation Miſs Blandy was in, and 


that the Evidence was as clear and ſtrong againſt 
kimfelf as againſt her, he thought it was high 
e Time 
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Time to put himſelf quite out of the Reach of his 
Purſuers. : 5 1 
On his Arrival at Bologn, he found out one Mrs. 
Roſs, whole Maiden Name was Dunbar, a diſtant 
Relation. To this Woman he applied himſelf, 
told her the Diſtreſs he was in, and entreated her 
to protect and conceal him till the Storm was a 
little blown over, and his Difficulties removed. 
Mrs. Roſs, in regard to his Family, for which the 
profeſſed the greateſt Reſpect and Eſteem, promiſe 
to ſerve him to the utmoſt of her Power; but ad- 
viſed him to change his Name, and to take tha 
of Dunbar, which had been ker own. | 
| Here the Captain thought himſelf ſafe from all 
his Enemies; but, unluckily for him, ſome of his 
Wife's Relations happened to reſide in the fame 
Place; who knowing in what a baſe and treache- 
rous Manner he had uſed that Woman, and un- 
derſtanding that, to eſcape the Juſtice of his Coun- 
try, he was come to Bologn, threatened Revenge 
* whenever they ſhould light on him, for his inhu- 
man Uſage of his Wife: For which Reaſon he kept 
very cloſe under the Wing of Mrs. Roſs. | 
In this Obſcurity he remained to the 26th of 
July; when being weary of his Confinement, and 
tearing he ſhould one Day fall into the Hands of 
his Perſecutors, upon a Conſultation held between 
them, they agreed to decamp by Night, and ſet- 
| tle in ſome other Part of the Country; and the 
Place they pitched upon was Furnes, a Town in 
Flanders, in the Juriſdiction of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, where he continued till his Death. _. 
Here he lived in a miſerable Condition, with- 
out being known or regarded oy any Body. His 
wretched Subſiſtence in this forlorn Condition, 
depended wholly upon the Goodneſs of his Bro- 
ther, who was not only 1 to allow him * 


* 


1 


1 E 


chan Twenty- five Pounds per 3 For his 
Fortune, which was left in his Brother's Hands, 
was only Fifteen hundred Pounds, the Intereſt of 


which, at Five per Cent. was paid him annually, 


till he was caſt in trying to diſprove the Legality 


of his Marriage, as hath been before- mentioned. 
For the Lords of Seſſion in Scotland, having con- 
firmed the Validity of his Marriage, ordered Fifty 


Pounds of the Seventy-five Pounds Intereſt on the 


Principal above-mentioned, to be annually paid 


Shis Wife, for the Support of her and her Child, 


which ſhe received, and has lived upon ever fince 


with ſome of her Relations at Hexham in Northum- 
berland. 


The Captain, in his Retirement, had Leiſure 


enough to reflect on the Miſdeeds of his paſt Life, 


and finding the Account ſtill multiplying upon his 
Hands, and the Enormity of his Crimes riſing to 
a prodigious Magnitude, and, what was yet worſe, 
not knowing which Way to get rid of his unſup- 
portable Burden, bethought himſelf of an Expe- 
dient to eaſe himſelf at once. Being come to a 
- Reſolution, he deſires Mrs. Roſs to beg the Fa- 
vour of one of the Reverend Fathers of a Convent 


hard- by to come to him, for he had an Affair of 
weighty Concern to acquaint him with. The Fa- 


ther comes, and entering into Converſation, the 


Captain, with a Face truly . delivers 
himſelf after this Manner. 


'© Reverend Sir, 
5 ſee before you a poor ae Wretch, 


burdened with a Load of enormous Sin, 


© whoſe whole Life has been a Contradiction to 


the Laws both of God and Man. However, I 


muſt render Thanks to the Almighty, who did 
not cut me off, as he juſtly — in the * | 
| * cl 


——— T7. 
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© of my impious Courſes, and that he has given 
< me Time to reflect on the Heinouſneſs of my 


Tranſgreſſions; among which there is one in 
particular, which I now think I ought to lament. 
as the moſt atrocious of them all, and indeed as 
my. greateſt Misfortune; I mean, that I have ſo, 


1ong continued in Rebellion to that Church, in, 
Communion with which, I am ſincerely con- 


vinced, Salvation alone is to be had. But the, 
Pleaſures and Gratifications of Senſe have ſo to- 


tally engroſſed my Faculties, as to leave no Room, 
- 


for a Thought about the great Concerns of my 


precious Soul. The Conſideration of which ſtrikes 


me with Aſtoniſhment ; my Burden is unſup-, 


portable; and if, under this mighty Preſſure, 


you, my good Father, in your boundleſs Cha- 


rity, can afford me any Relief, and ſave a ſinful 


Soul from ſinking into endleſs Perdition, with- 
hold not your Goodneſs from one who is over- 


whelmed in Darkneſs and Deſpair.” 


* 4 
* 1 * 


Son (replied the good Father) the Sorrow yo 


4 


expreſs for your Sins, if it be genuine and ſin- 
cere, gives me the utmoſt Satisfaction, and will 
redound to your own unſpeakable Conſolation, 
For nothing is more pleaſing in the Sight of 
eaven, nothing more agreeable to the Church, 
than when a Sinner turns from the Evil of his 
Ways, and embraces thoſe Doctrines, and ſub- 
mits to that holy Diſcipline, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf has committed to the Charge of our moſt 
holy Father the Pope, the Head of the Roman 
Catholick Church, the only true Church in the 
World. To him, who is the true Succeſſor of 
St. Peter, are committed the Keys of Heaven; 
whom he admits ſhall find Entrance there, and 
whom he excludes ſhall be for ever ſhut out: 
But he excludes none who approve themſelves 
1 e 4 Sa 
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© true Sons of the Church, and comply with the 

Rules ſhe preſcribes. As to thoſe who were 
not bred up in her Boſom, ſhe requires no more 
< "than an unfeigned Renunciation of their former 
< Errors, and a ſincere and hearty Repentance for 
« all their Sins. If then, my Son, thou findeſt 

<' thyſelf thus qualified, I have a Commiſſion to 
admit thee among the Faithful, and to pronounce 
kEßů̃ßt f %ĩ 
Father (ſaid the poor Penitent) your Words 
miniſter Comfort to my diſpairing ſin-ſick Soul; 
and I promiſe to ſubmit myſelf entirely to your 

© pious Directions. In the firft Place, I from 
© Heart renounce and abjure the Religion in which 
J was unhappily brought up, and join myſelf 

© Wholly and for ever to the holy Roman Catho- | 
- © lick Church; and this I do from a thorough Ml 

© "Conviction, that ſhe is the only true apoſtolical | 
Church upon Earth; and that to the Pope is 
* given the abſolute Power of forgiving Sis to 
© thoſe who are truly penitent, among whom 1 

© humbly hope I may crave a Place.” 2 


— 


„ Enough; enough (ſays the Reverend Con- 


* * feflor;) I receive thee among the Faithful, and 

by the Power delegated to me, I abfolve thee 
© from all thy Sins, and pronounce thee entitled 
b to all the Joys of the Bleſſed.” © 


| 
| 
| The Captain being thus eaſed of the Burden of 
1 | 
| 
[ 


his Sins, his Reft was no longer diſturbed with 
gloomy Reflections, and, for the prefent, his Con- 

Tcience ſeemed quite lulled to Sleep: I fay, for 

| the preſent ; for not long after, he was taken very 
* ill, and tormented with ſuch excruciating Pains | 
all over him, and his Body, and every Limb of | 
it ſo prodigioufly ſwelled, that it was thought by | 
___ __ . thoſe about him he muſt have burſt. In the ſhort | 
E 2 25 %%% . NS | 
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Intervals of his Eaſe, he plainly diſcovered, that 
his Conſcience was not perfectly at Reſt; for then 
he lamented his Injuſtice to his Wife, and pray'd 
that God would forgive him that Sin. And thus, 
after about nine Days IIlneſs, on the 2d of De- 
cember laſt, he expired in the moſt agonizing Tor- 
ments, and as ſome ſay, raving mad. 

About a Month before he died, he made his 
Will, and left his Fortune of Fifteen hundred 
Pounds to his Daughter, as a Recompence, he 
ſaid, for having baſely endeavoured to cheat her 
and her Mother out of the whole, in denying his, 
r „ 
Before his Death, he gave an Account to two 

of his Confidents, of what he knew concerning 
| Mr. Blandy's Death, and often blam'd Miſs Blandy 
for her Conduct after ſhe was in Cuſtody. 555 
His Will, with all other Papers that were found 

in his Cuſtody at the Time of his Death, were 

ſealed up and ſent away to Scotland, purſuant to 

Orders ſent in a Letter by his Brother for that 

„„ ii fi. | 2 

I muſt not conclude this Account without ob- 
ſerving, That however wretchedly the Captain 
lived in his obſcure Retirement, his Funeral Obſe- 

7 80 were performed ſuitable to his noble Birth. 
For, having been lately reconciled to the Church 

of Rome, he was buried in great Solemnity, the 

whole Corporation of the Town attending the Fu- 
neral, and a grand Maſs was ſaid over the Corpſe 
in the Cathedral Church, which was finely illumi- 
nated, and in which he was buried. 


ros x. 


Death, all his Letters and Papers 


i Kab we have no Room. to expect, that. his 
| Ogiui um on his Name, which, for. the Hotid 5 


ad n never. 'been flurred” with thoſe infamous 25 


Scrutore and Drawers were ſearched, not a Scrap 
or Line was found that could give any Light into 


. Corre- 
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Vas ade been glad to haye obli ged the 
15225 with the original Letters, that paſt 
between Captain Cranſtoun and Miſs Blandy, which 
might have ſet that tragical Affair, the Poiſohing 


_ of her F ather, in a clearer Light than it has hi- 


therto been; but as, immediately after Crai, qun's 
of every Kind, 

were ſcaled up, and tranſmitted to his Brother 12 
Lord Cranſtoun in Scotland, it is impoſſible to come, 
at any of them; unleſs his Lordſhip would; con- 
deſoend to communicate Tuch,. and allow their | 
eation ; Which there is 800d Reaſon to ſu⸗ 
poſe be never will do, unleſs by that Means he. 
could juſtify the Conduct, and c] ear tlie Character 
of his Fleccaſed Brother, But as there is no "Eros 


bability, that the” publiſhing khöſe Papers Would 


hase any Tendency. to vindicate the Captain”, 


clations would. contribute to the perpetuating 2 


heir Family, we may reaſonably believe, the 


Sh it has been 

On che other” Hand, Miss Blanc, "when ſhe found 
h& Father was "paſt Recovery, took Care to burn 
all Cranſtoims Letters, to 'prepent, as ſhe expreſſed 
it, heir telling Tales; ſo that when afterwards het 


the Affair. This indeed was a ſtrong Argument 
to o prove her Conſciouſneſs of Guilt ; for had the 
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Correſpondence between them been perfectly i in- 
nocent, there had been no Occaſion to deſtroy his 
Letters: But at the fame Time it ſhews, that all 
literary Evidence, to prove the Captain's Guilt, 
was hereby ſuppreſſed. 

As therefore both Parties have taken ſuch Pre- 
cautions, to prevent the World from knowing 
more of this myſterious Affair than what is al- 
ready made publick, we have all the Reaſon in 
the World to imagine, that all other Informations 
of this Kind, which have not the Lord Cranſtoun's 
Imprimatur, mult be ſpurious and ſurreptitious, and 
an Impoſition on the Credulity of the Publick. 
And yet we have juſt now ſeen drop from a Gar- 
ret-window, a little trifling Pamphlet, pretending 
to contain Copies of Letters from Miſs Blandy to 
Captain Cranſtoun, which it is impoſſible ſhould be 
genuine for the Reaſons above-mentioned ; beſides 

other Marks imprinted on the Letters themſelves, 
which evidently ſhew them to be of the Author's 
own Invention. 

But not to loſe Time in detecting ſuch a pal- 
pable Forgery, ſuch a notorious Abuſe on the 
Publick, I ſhall proceed to make ſome general 
Reflections on ſome Paſſages of the Captain's Life 

and Conduct. 

Here we ſee a Gentleman of: a noble Family, 2 
degenerating from the Principles of Honour and 
Virtue, which ought to diſtinguiſh the Character 
of a Nobleman, and acting ſuch atrocious Crimes 
as Nature itſelf ſhudders to hear mentioned. To 

what muſt this be imputed ? Not to the want of a 
liberal and generous Education; for that he cer- 
tainly had, agreeable to his noble Rank. We can 
therefore charge it only to the Smallneſs of his 

Fortune, and the Greatneſs of his Ambition. He 
was obliged to keep Company Wu Gentlemen of 

Th Fi Sure, | 
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Figure, whoſe Method of Living was too expen- 
ſive for his narrow Fortune to ſupport; and yet 
he muſt ſupport it, unleſs he would be content to 
be thought a poor mean-ſpirited Soul, and un- 
worthy his high Birth. This, I imagine, put him 
upon the Scheme of bettering his Circumſtances 
by marrying Miſs Bandy, who was reputed a great 
Fortune: This induced him to perſuade his Wife 


to difown him for a Huſband, and upon that to 

wo endeavour to obtain a Divorce; and it was this 

8 that prompted him to put Miſs Blandy upon poi- 
yt ® ſoning her Father, in order to poſſeſs the Daugh- _ 
11 ter and her Fortune, which he was ſenſible could 
| ] . not be accompliſhed while the old Gentleman | 
16 lived. 5 
| 1 E. In Cranſtoun's Example we may ſee what ſad | 
| 1 "FP Effects are ſometimes produced, by the unhappy |! 
| Conjunction of Greatneſs and Poverty in the ſame _ 
| , = Perſon. When the Mind is exalted by a Con- 
1 ſciouſneſs of high Birth and noble Blood, how dif- | 


ficult is the Condeſcenſion, how hard is it to ſub- 
mit to the narrow Circumſtances of a mean Ple- 
- beian? If any Thing, this Conſideration alone ma 
ſerve to palliate, though not juſtify, the moſt ob- 
- noxious Part of his Conduct; of which, if he 
©  fincerely repented at laſt, let us here cloſe the 
Scene, and leave him ta the Mercy of his Judge 
above. Sir > | 
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